COX. 


SAD AND 


amentable NEWS _ 


2m Brick-lane in the Hamlet of Spirrle. fields, or « Dreadful warning to ſuch /..7 
| as give way to the Tempration of the Devil, in the deplorable examp!- v7 j=! jc] Ih: 
Mr. JOHN CHIL D oncea Famous ANABAPTIST TE&!:if. 4h 3997 
ER. Who falling into DISPAIR; committed a Barbarous and un:2- 
tural MUR TH ER upon his own Perſan,on the 1 3th of 0b. 1684.Tc- 
gether with the circumſtances that attended it, likewlſe his behayfour to- 
wards ſuch MINISTERS as prayedwith him,and adminiftred other ſpiritual 
conſolations, as alſo what elſe materially happened on the ſad occalion, be- 
ing worthy the peruſal of all Chriſtians, and publiſhed to the end, that it 
might deter others from falling into the like Snare. 


Ertain it is, thas man of himſelf without the Divine Aſſiſtance, is altogether uri- 
able to ſtruggle with the ſundry Temptations, wherewith the Tempter, ſtrives 
to prevall againſt him, nor can it be imagined, if we neglect and flight thoſe op- 

forttinities, wherein. Life and Salvation is freely offered, but that we give the 
bly Spirit, and.as1t were conſtrain him to withdraw himſelf; and then, what creature is 
miſerable as he, who was created to partake of unconceivable felicity, the ſad effets of 
hich, has1in all ages been manifeſted, yet not to detain the Reader longer, from the ſub+ 
matter ; I ſhall proceed to inſtance, the unfortunate end, of one Mr. Fobn Child; who 
ter a long indiſpondency of mind, laid violent hands upon himſelf, which may ſerve to 
ter others, from giving way to the wiles, and ſubtil remprations of the grand Enemy of 
ankind, the impartial account of which, take as followerh. _—_— 

E In Brick-lanein the Hamlet of Spittle-field?, lived one Mr. John Child by trade a Slopſel- 
t, having formerly kept the ſame trade near Ratclffe- cyoſs, being then a Man of ſome e- 
inency, eſpecially amongſt the Anabapriſts, of whoſe Congregation he profeſſed himſelt 
Member, often holding forth in their publick Aſſemblies,contending ſtrongly againſt ſuch 
$ oppoſed their Tenents, having been highly concerned in many diſputes, eſpecia ly a- 
linſt the deluded People called Dzakers, and a great afſertor of the power and prevalency, 
f the miſimployed Excommunicarion uſed amongſt them: But whether falling under rheir 
ſure, or the frownsof the World occaſioned it ; certain it is, that for ſome years paſt, 
pappeared much dejected, ſill giving way to the tempter to prevail againſt him, by neg- 
ing orrejeCting the ſaving advice given him, by ſuch of his Neighbours, and others that 
me to viſit himgwhoſe importunities could not reſt from himthe cauſe of his diforder,but he 
ſtead of applying himſelf to ſacred marters, whereby toatrain that grace, which might 
e ſufficient for him, grew careleſs of himſelf, as alſo of his imployment, ſeldom appear- 
It abroad, and as niuch as he could ſhunning the converſation of Mankind, delighting in 

lis melancholly receſs, nor could the tears and intrearies of his Wife and Children, oblige 

im to alter his purpoſe, who importuned him to be ſociable, and ftrive for mirth by fre- 

uenting the Company of his Neighbours, to baniſh thoſe heavy thoughts, thar clogged 

Ind oppreſſed his mind, but his anſwers were for rhe moſt part in ſighs and groans, there- 
y expreſſing the diſorder of his mind, and the war within him ; whereupon ſeveral Per-, 

bns praved by him, intreating the God of mercies not to withdraw the light of his coun- 

tnance from him, nor preſs him under the weight of his heavy diſpleaſure, but that he 

Ine of his Infinite mercy, would give him power to prevail againſt his remptations, that 

ed inſnared him, and that Satan might not have dominion over him, but he feemed little 

fected, whilſt cheſe,and other the like ſupplicarions were put up to Almighty God for him; 
kt rather inclined to intimate, that hedeſpaired of recovery from his deſperate ſtate, and 

ll growing worſe, he fell as it were into a kind of a diſtraction, many extravagant Ex- 
refſions frequently coming from him,and his Wife fearing by the wildneſs of his looks, that 
te being wearied out with the heavy ſenſe of his miſery, would lay violent hands upon him- 


Ul; ſhe watchcd him as narrowly as poflible, hiding or conveying out of the Houſe - 
F | miſ- 


—_ 


-/ 4 araiſchicvousinſtrumients, ſending for ſundry Miniſters to pray with him, who willingly and. 
ou: of a Chrittian charity came, putting up their PraFers to Almighry God or, his te 
ne Cen WE 1 Es. | is behalf, 
and then expoltulaced with him, tclling him, that Gods mercy is ahove all rhe works of his 
Creatin, and thar though ourſins arcas Scarlet, yet he can make us as white as Snow: 
nr: ating him io conſider, that Chritt dycd for ſinners, and that he freely offered the Wa. 
ter of Lite withoutprice or money, tyviting ail that were weary and heavy laden, to colt 
into lum and he would give them reP, and thar God had dectared, that he delighted rok: 
in ch2 death of a finner, but rather tut he would rei; and live, thatif any Man fin we 
have an Advocate with the Father, evcn Tefus Chrilt tne righteous, and he is the propitia= 
ti-.11 fi r che remiſſion of fins, char if was 1ot yer too late tolay: told of his mercy by faith 
for he that came into the Vineyard at i2- wleventh hour, had equal wages with the firſt, 
that rhe Thicf on rhe Croſs, who had pait doubt been a finner all his life long, upon his 
ſincere repentance, was received into MerCics and favour, that Perer whe denyed his Lord 
in his greateſt extremity, had upon his unicigned repentance his pardon, aod reiffion of 
his ſins, that God will not Jay upon us more than we are able to bear, if we truſt in him oe 
that, his grace is ſiiflictent for us, that he never leaves nor forſakes us, till we leave hit, 
by grieving his Holy Spirit, To theſe and many the like ſaving promiſes and offers of life 
and ſalvation, freely tendered 1n the Goipel, he made little anſwer tothe purpoſe, butra= 
ther expreſſed his calc ro be deſperate, and himſelf not inclinable topray or beg for mercy, * 
or ar leait not to do it ſnicercly ashe ought, whereupon after divers Prayers put up for hit, þ 
that God out of his ifinire mercy, would rake compaſſion on him, and nor ſuffer the Tera: 
pter to prevail againit him, but that he might be ref{eued from the jaws of ruine, and remain 
as aliving Monument of his Fatherly compaſſion, towards the diſobedient Sons of Men, 
who had flighted his grace, and caſt his mercies behind their backs. 'Che Miniſtees left hich © 
defiring his Wife to be carefu! of him, leait he ſhould miſchief himfelf, bur notwithſtanditg : 
her utmoſt diligence he attempted ſoon after to Strangle himſelf, having for that panels 
gotten the Rope on his Neck, aiid about to faiten it to a hook, bur by her care was timely 
revented upon which he expreſſed great diflatisfaCtion ſaying, his burthen was ſo grievous 
that his Soul choſe ſtrangling rather than life, which rafh expreſſion, drew a Flood of tears 
from the Eyes of his diſconſolate Wite, who with a bleeding heart, begged on him that if 
not for her nor his own ſake,yet for the ſake of his poor helpleſs Children, he would live and 
ſtrive toreſiſt the Temptarion of the Devil, telling him, rhar he anly prefigd upon ſuch as 
gave way to his Temprarions, ſtill iying from thoſe thar reſiſted him, and thereupon the | 
brought his Children about him, being touria number, who Joyning with her in tears,ſotht= 
what moved him to relent, infr:much, that after divers groans, tears were obſerved to fall -* 
from his Eyes, yet he not ſeeking by a ſincere repentance, as by the ſequal may probably 
be conjectured, he found the diſorder of his mind little abated, ſtill expreſſing himſelfmore 
deſirous to dye than to live, talking often to himſelf, and expreſſing his anguiſh in abrupt 
murmurs, ſaying, that no creature was ſo m-ſerable as himſelf, ſince he was fallen undef 
the tenſe of God's heavy &iſpleaſure, refuſing iomerimesto eat or drink for a conſiderable 
time, and now his ſad condition being ſpread abroad, divers from diſtant places came to 
viſithim, to try if peradventure their charitable and pious admonitions could work upot 
him : The Miniſters who often viſited him, earneſtly labouring therein , ill in the end 
they had ſume hopes of his recovery he appearing, more moderate and rational in his an . 
ſwers, praying though with ſome abrupr ſtammerings, yet they no ſooner left him, but he ! 
again found himſelf opprefled with wounding thoughts, and made it from ghar time his itu= 
dy, how he might deitroy himſelf, till at latt, his Wife wearied with continual Watchingy, 
and his ſervant and Chilren abſent, he whilt ſhe ſlept ſtole out of the Room, and going 
down ſtairs faſtened a ſmall cord to hook or ſtaple on the Celler ſtair-caſe, and there ſtrat» 
led himſelf; committing that violence on the 13th of Oftober 1684. about 7 or 8in the 
Evening: The Wife waking and miſfing him, run about the Houſe in ſearch of him, aid . 
ſoon found to be unſpeakable grief, what his uchappy hands had done, whereat ſhrieking }; 
aloud, ſome of the Neighbours came in, and cut himdown, endeavouring to bring him 
tolife, butinvain, for although it appeared to moſt impoſſible, how he could arall, ofat :; 
leaſt ſo ſo.1n diſpatch himſelf, by reaſon of the lowneſs of the place, yet they found him - 
quite dead, whereupon his Wife through grief, and our of a ſence, that by her drouſineſs, 
he had. miſcarried, fell into a diftraftion, under. which ſhe yet labours, and from which +5 
God of his infinite mercy deliver her. | f 
On the x 5:4 inſtant the Coroner ſat upon the Corps, after and much inquiry,found that 
through diſorder'of mind, he had layed violent hands upon himſelf, 
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